
STARNEWSONLINE.COM » FRIDAY,APRIL24,2015 » 75t

This artist's rendering shows a rooftop pool with see-through acrylic walls ttiat builder Mark Batson Is constructing
on FigureEightIsland. Photo courtesy of MarkBatson

Luxuryhouses are
making a comeback

By Paul Stephen
Paul.Stephen@StarNewsOnllne.com

SOUTHEASTERN N.C.ISalt-water swimming pool:
$45,000. Professional grade
Sub-Zero refrigerator; $16,000.
A 42-inch linear gas fireplace:
$4,200.

That immaculate legacy home your
grandchildren will be proud to live in?
Well,as it turns out, anything but price
less.

"Every home has a budget, no matter
howmuch you're spending," said Wrights-
ville Beach homebuilder Mark Batson.
"There's always strings attached."

Batson owns Tongue &Groove Custom
Builder, one of many area businesses
participating in the Wilmington-Cape
Fear Home Builders Association's 29th
annual Parade of Homes over the next
two weekends. The event showcases 75
constructions across Brunswick, New
Hanover and Pender counties, providing
an opportunity to compare the often dis
tinctive styles that separate the region's
top builders. It's also a rare peek at the
latest in big-ticketliving,whichhas come
a long way since the Great Recession.

Prospective buyers whoexplored some
of the properties on last year's tour may
notice a significant difference in the 2015
lineup. Luxury homes have roared back
in a big way; New Hanover County alone
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HomebuilderMarkBatson adjusts a ventilationhood Ina KureBeach home
that will participate In the upcoming Parade of Homes. Amongthe amenities,
the kitchen features custom cabinetry, a touch-activated faucet, a zebra-striped
marble backsplash and quartz countertops. Photo by Paul Stephen

saw63 homes priced above $1 million sell
in 2014, with Wrightsville Beach benefit-
ting the most from the uptick. Average
prices in the desirable 28480 ZIP code
shot up 28.2 percent from this time in
2014.

The trend has pushed up the average
cost of Parade of Homes sites by a hefty
sum. "We are starting to see a comfort
able resurgence in the luxury home mar
ket," said Cameron Moore, the associa
tion's executive officer. "This year alone
in our Parade of Homes we have 17 homes
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WANT TO GO?
What: Wilmington-Cape Fear
Home Builders Association's

29th annual Parade of Homes

When: Noon-5 p.m. April 24-25.
May 2-3

Where: 75 locations in

Brunswick, New Hanover and

Pender counties

Details: For a full map of homes,
pick up a Parade of Homes

guidebook at local Harris Teeter

and Food Lion grocery stores
or download the mobile app for
smartphones and tablets. More

at www.MyHomeFound.com.
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